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PROGRESS OP MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


The Bromide Treatment of Epilepsy. 

Gauster ( JFicn. med. Prcsse, 1889, xxx. GOO) details three cases of epilepsy, 
which he selects out of a large experience, because their treatment extended 
over a long period of time. He concludes his article as follows: 

1. The bromide treatment is at present certainly still the best in epilepsy 
of different sorts, especially in the idiopathic form. 

2. As a rule, however, it must be continued for years. The size of the dose 
is to be determined in each case by careful trial and observation, both as to 
the amount which may be given during the activity of the disease, and as to 
the dose which shall bo continued during years after the improvement of the 
patient. 

3. Under a careful observation of the patient’s condition, even ns much as 
twenty grammes daily may be administered for a considerable time without 
injury, 

4. The increasing of the dose should be stopped, or the amount should be 
diminished until it is temporarily or permanently replaced by some other 
drug: 

(а) If severe digestive disturbances appear, bo that the nourishment of the 
patient appears to be endangered in a high degree. 

(б) If very evident and persistent catarrh with slight dulness develops at the 
apices of the lungs. 

(c) If deep ulceration of the skin, or marked aggravation of previously 
existing chronic cutaneous disease appear. 

5. Diminution of the intellectual power during the bromide treatment is, 
ns a rule, no sufficient reason to abandon the treatment or materially diminish 
the dose. 

6. Pulmonary tuberculosis, severe chronic cutaneous diseases with a tend¬ 
ency to ulceration, and marked disturbances of nutrition' are contraindications 
to the bromide treatment, unless the mastery of the paroxysms be a question 
of saving life or of holding in check a severe psychosis. 

7. Moderate emaciation is no contraindication, since the weight can be 
gradually made to increase during the use of the bromides, by administering 
suitable nourishment. 

8. During the bromide treatment partic liar care must be taken that a large 
amount of food be ingested; and at not too long intervals examination of the 
lungs and of the skin should be made. 

The Therapeutics of Pneumonia. 

Cantani {quoted in Oentralbl. f. d. gex. Therap., May, 1889) contributes a 
useful article on this subject. In cases running a regular course the expectant 
treatment is the best. The less the physician does, the greater the probability 
of recovery. Sometimes certain symptoms demand special treatment. When 
an unusually tenacious secretion occludes the smaller bronchioles, and pre¬ 
vents the air from entering the alveoli, it is necessary to make this more fluid. 
This can be done by the use of bicarbonate of soda, chloride of ammonium, 
iodide of soda, or senega. If expectoration is rendered difficult by threaten¬ 
ing paralysis of the bronchial muscles, small doses of ipecacuanha are indi¬ 
cated, combined with a stimulant, as alcohol, ammonia, etc. In impending 
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cedema of the lung ipecacuanha in emetic dose is to be avoided on account 
of its depressing action on the heart. The act of vomiting itself may prove 
injurious in conditions of adynamia. If there is danger of oedema of the lung 
and the pulse is strong, it would be better to induce vomiting by irritating 
the palate, or by giving apomorphine. 

Cardiac weakness demands attention. If this condition be the expression 
of marasmus, or of anatomical changes in the heart, all therapy is useless. 
If, however, it be due to exhaustion of the right heart from extensive infil¬ 
tration of the lungs, the energy of the heart must be increased, best through 
alcohol or strophanthus. Digitalis is not to be recommended ; and the author 
is opposed to the administration of alcohol at the commencement of every 
c 'Be of pneumonia, lest the myocardium be exhausted thereby. In the event 
of purulent infiltration such balsamic drugs as turpentine are useful, given 
both internally and by inhalation. In venous congestion of the brain, with 
somnolence, sopor, and cyanosis, leeches to the nose and under the eyes are 
of service. 

The author is opposed to antiphlogistic and antipyretic procedures iu 
pneumonia, except only that excessive high temperature be combated. The 
chief use of the cold bath is to increase expectoration when this cannot be 
accomplished in any other way. Warm moist applications to the breast he 
prefers to cold. He does not recommend the modern antipyretics, on the 
ground that they depress the heart as well as the temperature, and fre¬ 
quently cause collape. Venesection is to be abandoned except in threaten¬ 
ing sufToeation from pulmonary oedema in robust individuals, and when the 
heart is sufficiently powerful vesicants and sinapisms. 


Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis with Guaiacol and 
Creasote. 

Bourget ( Correspondenz-Blatt /. Schweitz Aerzte , 298, May 15, 1889) says 
that of all the remedies recommended for the treatment of phthisis, beech- 
wood creasote is the only one which retains its ascendency, although some 
pessimistic physicians still reject absolutely all treatment as useless. It is 
evident that not much ta to be attained when creasote is given in doses of 
only two to three drops a day, but it is otherwise when larger amounts are 
administered. It is necessary to make the patient take the largest dose 
possible, without reference to what the Pharmacopoeia says on the subject, 
only seeing that the digestive system is not seriously disturbed thereby. 

Guttmnnn has shown that tubercle bacilli will not grow in solutions of a 
strength of 1 : 2000 creasote, while cultures are but feeble in a concentration 
of 1 : 4000. To charge the blood in the proportion of 1 : 4000 would require 
the ingestion of 15 grains of the drug daily, an amount which this writer did 
not find it possible to give, though lie administered 9 grains. gommer- 
brodt has given 12 grains daily inclosed in capsules. This plan Bourget 
condemns on the ground that the diug thus administered will produce a very 
active circumscribed iuflammation at the point where the capsule empties 
its contents. Pills of creasote made up with some resin, in the usual manner, 
are equally objectionable, since his experience confirms that of Goetz and 
Gilbert, thut they very generally pass through the intestine undissolved. 



